28  years  of  service  to  numismatics 


NI 

BULLETIN 


I numismatic's  irsTE  r national! 


Volume  28  Number  4 ISSN:  0197-3088  Price  ....  Two  Dollars 


"""" 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


FEATURE  ARTICLES 


A Collector’s  Odyssey,  by  O.  D.  Cresswell  86 

Any  Grade,  Even  a Washer,  by  Howard  A.  Daniel,  III  84 

Coins  of  Rudradasa  or  Mahadeva?,  by  Devendra  Handa  96 

European  Prison  Tokens,  by  Mike  Davis  94 

Some  Further  Notes  to  the  Israel  5709  - 1949  Series,  by  Samuel  Lachman  - 83 

South  Baltic  Regions  - The  Teutonic  Order  in  Prussia, 

by  John  S.  Davenport  — 90 

DEPARTMENTS 

Book  News  & Reviews  98 

From  the  Mailbox  8 1 

Member  Notice  Page  — - 100 

INSIDE  N.L 

Donations  Report  — - 79 

Librarian’s  Report  79 

Membership  Chairman’s  Report  79 

OTHER  ITEMS 

Crowned  M Mintmark  of  Spain  100 

Numismatic  Extracts  From  Selected  Literature  80,  85,  95,  97 

Numismatic  Gleanings  — 80,  93,  95 

The  Nuremberg  Pflegamtstaler  — — 89 

- ■ 


Copyrighted  by  Numismatics  International,  P.O.  Box  670013,  Dallas,  Texas  USA  75367-0013 


APRIL  1993 


BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 


DR.  HOWARD  L.  FORD 
Chairman  & Past-President 


JOHN.  E.  VANDIGRIFF 

President 

ROSS  SCHRAEDER 
Secretary 
214-995-4921  D 
214-239-4347  N 

CRAIG  BURRUS 

At-Large  Director 


PHILIP  BRANDENBURG 
Vice-President 

DON  DOUGLAS 

Treasurer 


WALTER  W.  LEONARD 
At-Large  Director 


WILLIAM  E.  BENSON 
JACK  E.  LEWIS 
ELMORE  B.  SCOTT 


MARVIN  L.  FRALEY 
CHARLES  MUCHMORE 
WILLIAM  B.  THOMPSON 
Past-Presidents 


PHILIP  LAWRENCE 
ROBERT  W.  RICHTER 
CARL  YOUNG 


APPOINTED  STAFF 


Curator,  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 
Philip  L.  Lawrence 

Curator,  JOHN  GRAVES  MEMORIAL 
PAPER  MONEY  COLLECTION 
David  Block 
P.  O.  Box  12473 
Gainesville,  FL  32604 


Publicity  Chairman 
Stuart  T.  Eisen 
Phone  301-530-5400 

Librarian,  NI  BOOK  LIBRARY 
Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

30  Pleasant  St. 

Colebrook,  NH,  03576 


Editor,  NI  BULLETIN 
Marvin  L.  Fraley 
2813-  57th  St. 

Lubbock,  TX  79413 
Phone  806-795-7623 

Book  News  & Reviews  Editor 

NI  BULLETIN 
Donald  S.  Yarab 
2739  Noble  Road,  Apt.  1 
Cleveland  Heights,  OH  44121 

Article  Abstractor,  NI  BULLETIN 
Joseph  Uphoff 
La  Jolla,  CA 

Index  Compiler,  NI  BULLETIN 
Dick  Schubert 
Denver,  CO 


Librarian,  NI  CATALOG  SUB-LIBRARY 
Paul  Edmund  Gamer 
P.  O.  Box  224584 
Dallas,  TX  75222-4584 

Librarian,  NI  PERIODICAL  LIBRARY 
Jim  Haley 
P.  O.  Box  4057 
St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 

NI  MAIL  BID  SALES 
Carl  Young 
P.  O.  Box  1836 
Dallas,  TX  75221 

Moderator,  NI  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAMS 
William  F.  Spengler 
2032  Ridgeway 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80906 


Correspondence  should  be  directed  to  those  persons  and  addresses  above  for  departments  indicated.  All  other  correspondence 
should  be  mailed  direct  to  NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL,  P.  O.  BOX  670013.  DALLAS,  TEXAS  75367-0013. 

MEMBERSHIP  FEES:  Individual  & Club  Memberships  - $15.00  Annually.  Junior  Membership  (18  years  of  age  and  under)  - 
$10.00  Annually.  Senior  Membership  (70  years  of  age  and  older)  - $10.00  Annually. 


78 


INSIDE  N J 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


April,  1993  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  applied  for 
membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  June  1,  1993,  their  membership 
will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2413- MT  Ms.  J.  Mary,  333  Valluvar  Nagar,  Dharmapuri-5 

Tamil  Madu  636  705,  India 

(All  types  U.  S.  Coins  especially  Commemoratives,  Trades 
Indian  Coins  for  U.S.  Coins.) 

2414- MT  Robert  A.  Wilson,  3300  Bloor  Street  West,  P.  O.  Box  90115, 

Etobicoke,  Ontario,  Canada  M8X  1W0 

(Roman,  British  Hammered,  Hungarian) 


Life  Memberships 

Life  Memberships  are  available  to  members  of  three  years’  standing  upon  application 
to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the  $200.00  fee.  Conditional  Life 
Membership  is  available  upon  payment  of  $60.00  down  and  four  quarterly  payments 
of  $35.00. 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

Name  Donation  Preference  of  Use 


LAKIN,  Robert  D.  $10.00  Cash 

RHODES,  Nicholas  G.  $5.00  Cash 

SCHOTT,  Donald  $5.00  Cash 


NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to  the  NI 
Library. 
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Robert  Plemmons 


BD38.HilG:R969:ACSA 

HILL,  GEORGE  FRANCIS 

The  Ancient  Coinage  of  Southern  Arabia 
1969  Reprint  of  1915  Edition,  28pp,  w/plates. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  both  Robert  Plemmons  and 
William  Peters  for  their  donations  of  additional  numismatic  material  to  the  Library. 

III.  The  Library  has  always  considered  itself  reasonably  prompt  in  replying  to 
requests,  but  mail  has  been  known  to  go  astray  (and  occasionally  my  better-half 
insists  on  using  the  dining  room  table  where  I lay  out  all  my  unanswered 
correspondence).  If  you  do  not  get  a reply  within  three  weeks  from  the  date  you 
mailed  your  letter,  please  send  a follow-up.  If  you  have  never  used  the  Library,  just 
drop  a line.  There  is  a single  page  hand  out  explaining  how  to  order  books. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 


NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

Imitation  of  Coins.  - When  I was  at  Malta,  some  years  back,  I had  lent  to  me 
by  Capt.  Spratt,  of  the  "Spitfire",  I fancy,  some  ten  or  a dozen  false  dies  which  had 
been  seized  in  one  of  the  Greek  islands.  The  engraver,  it  was  said,  had  sold  two  or 
three  thousands  pounds’  worth  of  silver  and  other  Greek  coins  (counterfeits)  to  the 
English  collectors.  The  dies  were  well  executed,  and  the  mode  of  coining  seemed  to 
be  like  the  Mediaeval,  viz.  hammering  till  the  impression  was  complete.  Of  course 
coins  struck  in  this  manner  from  such  dies  would  be  very  difficult  to  detect,  and  so 
I think  more  than  ordinary  care  should  be  paid  to  the  Greek  coins,  as  the  Greeks  are 
both  clever  and  cunning.  J.  C.  J. 

Taken  from  Notes  & Queries,  2nd 
Series,  Vol.  2,  p.  465,  (Dec.  1856). 

(Submitted  by  Bob  Forrest) 

*★**★*★★★★***★**★***•*■■*■*  ********  ************************************** 

NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 

"The  art  of  making  coins  and  that  of  making  medals  is  one  art,  and  the  splendor  of 
national  coinage  has  always  been  accompanied  by  a corresponding  splendor  of 
national  medals." 


Coins,  Medals,  and  Seals,  Ancient  and 
Modern,  W.  F.  Prime,  ed.  Harper  & 
Brothers,  New  York,  1861,  p.  154. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Author  responds  to  letters  on  Chinese  "Fakes”  article 

My  sincere  thanks  to  Messrs.  Narbeth  and  Fisher  for  their  interest  in  and  response  to 
my  article  "Obvious  Chinese  Fakes  - A Primer  to  Aid  in  Their  Identification"  in  the 
November,  1992  issues  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  (pp.225-238).  Each  identified 
weaknesses  in  the  article  that  resulted  from  presenting  information  in  a generalized 
manner.  The  following  paragraphs  may  provide  some  clarification. 

Mr.  Narbeth  raises  two  issues:  the  choice  of  an  imprecise  word  (fake)  as  the  general 
term  for  the  various  conditions  described  in  the  article;  and,  the  origin  of  file  marks 
on  Chinese  coins  cast  prior  to  1600  A.D.  First,  with  regard  to  "fake",  Mr.  Narbeth 
is  correct  as  the  word  did  not  encompass  the  various  conditions  described  in  the 
article.  The  problem  was  that  neither  did  any  other  word,  although  "deceptive"  could 
have  been  more  acceptable.  "Fake"  was  selected  deliberately  as  a generic  term  for 
the  article.  The  reason  was  the  expectation  that  anyone  who  has  obtained  something 
later  proven  to  be  less  than  what  it  was  represented  as  being  would  immediately 
understand. 

Second,  in  response  to  Mr.  Narbeth ’s  comment  on  file  marks,  two  points  should  be 
made: 


1.  Emphasis  in  the  article  should  have  been  more  clearly  directed  at  coarse 
file  marks  on  the  flat  surfaces  of  the  coin.  Double- tanged  files,  or  ts’o,  were 
positively  used  in  the  process  of  manufacturing  some  Chinese  coins  as  early 
as  1635  A.D.,  during  the  reign  of  the  Ming  Emperor  Chung  Chen  (1628-1644 
A.D.).  This  was  clearly  portrayed  in  at  least  one  wood  block  print  of  the  time 
(See  Joseph  Needham’s  Science  and  Civilization  in  China , Volume  4,  Part  2, 
Section  27  [Mechanical  Engineering],  p.  54  and  Plate  365).  This, 
coincidentally,  happens  to  be  the  earliest  emperor  for  which  I have  in  my 
collection  unequivocal  examples  of  coarse  file  marks  on  the  flat  surfaces  of 
common  coins.  All  earlier  examples  of  coarse  file  marks  are  on  fabrications 
that  also  exhibit  other  flaws  identified  in  the  article. 

2.  Very  fine  abrasive  marks,  appearing  as  if  sandpaper  or  a fine  file  had  been 
used,  are  in  evidence  on  flat  surfaces  of  coins  made  both  prior  to  and  after 
1600  A.D.  In  all  cases,  however,  the  abrasive  clearly  was  used  to  remove 
often  thick  surface  corrosion  to  permit  the  reign  title  on  the  coin  to  be 
identified.  No  examples  have  been  encountered  that  indicate  it  was  done  at 
the  mint  site  as  part  of  the  minting  operation.  The  inference  drawn  was  that 
it  was  done  by  someone  either  selling  or  collecting  the  coins,  and  the  fact  that 
the  abraded  areas  remain  shiny  suggest  it  was  performed  relatively  recently. 

Mr.  Fisher  advises  readers  not  to  toss  their  brass  cast  cash  coins  of  Sinkiang  into  the 
melting  pot.  His  advice  is  sound.  Referring  to  the  article,  section  II.  A., 
CHARACTERISTICS,  it  was  stated  in  the  second  paragraph  that  any  Sinkiang  coin 
cast  in  brass  is  suspect.  This  characteristic  will  always  make  me  scrutinize  carefully 
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any  Sinkiang  cash  coin.  The  mistake  was  made  in  the  last  short  paragraph,  where  it 
was  generalized  that  cast  brass  coins  from  Sinkiang  Province  were  fake.  That  is 
inaccurate  and  should  be  corrected  to  read,  "Check  cast  brass  coins  from  Sinkiang 
Province  against  other  indicators." 

Another  possible  indicator  has  been  encountered  recently,  one  that  should  be  filed  for 
reference  and  possible  validation.  The  easiest  way  to  describe  it  is  the  existence  of 
"soft"  dirt  near  the  characters  of  cast  multiple  cash  coins  (deceptive  items  exhibiting 
several  other  indicators  listed  in  the  article),  especially  noticeable  because  the  field 
is  otherwise  clean.  The  dirt  washes  away  quickly  if  the  coin  is  submerged  in  water. 
Not  only  should  the  dirt  remaining  around  the  characters  have  been  removed  easily 
when  dirt  in  the  field  was  removed,  but  also  it  came  off  too  easily,  indicating  the 
"coin"  had  not  been  buried  for  any  length  of  time. 

I appreciate  the  responses  and  regard  them  as  positive  contributions  to  the  article.  In 
closing,  I would  like  to  invite  others  to  comment  on  possible  errors  in  the  information 
presented.  The  subject  of  deceptive  coins,  Chinese  and  otherwise,  is  not  often  treated 
and  I would  not  mind  learning  more  about  it  from  the  experiences  of  others. 

Thomas  W.  Keener 

Alexandria,  Virginia 


Low  Countries  "Jeton"  of  historical  importance  illustrated  in  "Numismatic  Extracts" 

I would  like  to  comment  and  correct  a filler  article  which  appeared  on  page  10  of  the 
January,  1993  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN.  ("Numismatic  Extracts  from  Selected 
Literature") 

The  illustrated  medal  was  implied  to  be  of  British  origin  and  commemorating  "some 
Spanish  occurrence". 

It  is  in  fact  a Low  Countries  "jeton"  of  tremendous  historical  importance.  It  is  listed 
as  number  2995  in  the  standard  reference  on  these  items  Le  Jeton  Historique  des  Dix- 
Sept  Provinces  des  Pays-Bas  by  J.  F.  Dugniolle  (Brussells  1877).  This  jeton 
commemorates  the  assassination  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  (William  the  Silent)  by 
Balthazar  Gerard  on  the  10th  of  July  1584.  William  the  Silent  is  a great  Dutch  hero 
who  was  a leader  of  the  revolt  against  Spain  by  the  northern  Netherlands  Provinces. 
The  Protestant  revolt  against  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  Netherlands  was  such  that 
King  Philip  of  Spain  sent  troops  to  the  Netherlands,  commanded  by  Fernando  Alvarez 
de  Toledo  (the  Duke  of  Alva).  The  excessively  harsh  policies  of  the  duke  and  of  the 
Inquisition  caused  open  revolt  by  the  people.  William  the  Silent,  a principal 
nobleman  of  the  region,  led  the  revolt. 

Low  Countries  jetons  were  very  symbolic  and  often  carried  political  or  religious 
messages  during  this  period.  The  description  of  this  particular  jeton  (counter)  by 
Dugniolle  is  as  follows: 
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- a sheppard  with  sheep  being 
attacked  by  a wolf  (evil  person. 
King  Philip  of  Spain). 

- Balthazar  Gerard  (left)  shooting 
the  Prince  of  Orange  in  the  back 
with  a pistol  with  the  aid  of  an 
accomplice  (King  Philip  of 
Spain). 


Fred  G.  van  den  Haak 
Palo  Alto,  California 


SOME  FURTHER  NOTES  TO  THE  ISRAEL  5709  - 1949  SERIES 


Samuel  Lachman,  Haifa,  Israel 

Before  composing  my  earlier  article  on  this  series1,  I was  aware  of  the  fact  that  all 
coins  minted  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  by  any  mint  within  the  British 
Commonwealth  of  Nations,  are  mentioned  in  the  "Annual  Report  of  the  Deputy 
Master  and  Comptroller  of  the  Royal  Mint",  London  (henceforth  abbreviated  RMR). 

Approaching  a certain  library  which  has  these  reports,  I received  a negative  reply. 
In  the  meantime  I obtained  the  reports.  While  Israel  does  not  appear  in  the  index  of 
the  RMR,  the  coins  are  listed  under  the  heading  "Coins  struck  by  mints  within  the 
Commonwealth  for  Foreign  Countries". 

All  the  quantities  listed  in  the  earlier  article  are  shown  in  RMRs  80  to  84  (1949  - 
1953).  However,  the  RMRs  quote  only  the  total  quantities  of  each  denomination,  but 
don’t  separate  the  Heaton  and  King’s  Norton  mintings.  Only  in  the  RMR  84  (1953) 
the  5000  proof  coins  each  of  the  1 pruta  and  5 pruta  struck  at  the  King’s  Norton  mint 
are  listed.  All  other  proof  coins  are  included  in  the  total  quantities. 

The  alloy  of  the  1 pruta  coin  is  stated  in  the  RMR  81  (1950)  ff.  as  3%  Magnesium- 
Aluminum  alloy2.  This  is  obviously  the  correct  alloy3. 


1 Samuel  Lachman.  "The  Israel  Pruta  Series  of  5709  (1949)",  Nl  BULLETIN,  Vol.  26,  No  9 (Sept 
1991),  pp.209-215. 

2 i 

The  composition  3 xh%  Magnesium-Aluminum  alloy  was  based  on  James  O.  Sweeney.  A 
Numismatic  History  of  the  Birmingham  Mint.  Birmingham  1981.  p.  87. 

Dennis  R.  Cooper.  The  Art  and  Craft  of  Coinmaking.  London  1988.  p.  258  lists  also  3% 
Magnesium.  The  author  of  this  book  worked  until  1964  at  the  Royal  Mint. 


*************************************************************4.****** 
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ANY  GRADE,  EVEN  A WASHER 


Howard  A.  Daniel,  III,  Dunn  Loring,  Virginia,  NI  HI  144 

I have  published  want  lists  for  about  twenty  years  with  the  Southeast  Asian  material 
on  them  I most  want  to  acquire  for  my  reference  collection.  Many,  many  coins,  bank 
notes,  stocks,  bonds,  etc.,  have  been  deleted  from  the  lists  as  I bought  or  traded  for 
them,  and  they  have  been  quickly  replaced  by  other  pieces.  But  two  coins  have  been 
on  my  want  list  since  the  first  list!  They  are  the  French  Cochinchina  50  Cents  1884 
Y5/KM5  and  the  Thailand  1/4  Baht  (1918)  Y43/KM43  coins.  In  the  past  few  years, 
I have  added  the  following  comment  to  them:  "ANY  grade,  even  a washer"  in  a 
desperate  plea  to  acquire  them. 

In  December  1992,  a fellow  NI  member  and  a friend  of  mine,  Joseph  E.  Boling,  was 
staying  in  my  home  while  he  awaited  the  arrival  of  his  car  from  Germany  to  the  Port 
of  Baltimore.  He  had  recently  retired  from  the  Army  and  needed  the  car  to  drive  to 
Seattle  to  settle  down  there.  He  is  a Japanese  specialist  and  his  collecting  and 
research  overlaps  my  Southeast  Asia  during  World  War  II,  and  also  for  some  other 
periods.  In  his  travels,  he  has  found  numismatic  and  reference  material  for  me  and 
I have  been  doing  the  same  for  him.  He  also  has  been  of  significant  help  to  me  by 
being  one  of  the  editors  of  my  books  and  articles. 

After  he  had  been  at  my  home  for  a couple  of  weeks,  we  started  to  run  out  of 
numismatic  homework  to  do  together,  so  we  started  visiting  the  local  book  stores  and 
numismatic  dealers.  One  Saturday  we  were  making  a list  of  places  to  visit,  when  I 
remembered  the  world  coin  and  paper  money  junk  boxes  at  Virginia  Coin  Investments 
(444  Maple  Avenue  East,  Vienna,  VA  22180).  I had  not  been  there  in  a couple  of 
years  and  there  should  be  many  new  "treasures"  in  the  boxes.  We  quickly  drove  over 
to  the  store. 

The  store  was  filled  with  nice  modem  uncirculated  and  proof  numismatic  pieces,  but 
we  were  only  interested  in  those  possible  "treasures"  in  the  several  junk  boxes.  One 
junk  box  at  a time  we  emptied  them  onto  the  counter  between  us  and  started  picking 
the  pieces  up  one  at  a time.  Every  time  we  found  something  which  might  be  of 
interest  to  the  other,  we  would  hand  it  over.  Then  I came  across  what  appeared  to 
be  a washer,  but  an  examination  of  it  showed  traces  of  Arabic  on  one  side  and  a "1" 
on  the  other  side.  I put  it  off  to  the  side  and  told  Joe  about  my  "Any  grade,  even  a 
washer"  statement.  We  shared  a laugh  about  it.  Later  in  another  box,  I found  what 
appeared  to  be  the  same  piece,  but  all  of  its  legends  were  readable.  I placed  it  with 


Egypt,  10  Milliemes,  KM316  (1916-17) 
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its  washer  version.  I told  Joe  this  was  an  omen,  and  that  I had  to  do  something  about 
it.  I decided  to  write  this  article  for  the  NI  BULLETIN.  There  had  to  be  other 
numismatists  who  wanted  one  or  more  pieces  for  their  collections,  and  would  take 
"any  grade,  even  a washer". 

Many  of  the  dozen  pieces  were  kept  were  for  other  collectors  and  researchers.  The 
nicest  piece  was  an  off-struck  Chinese  copper  coin.  We  both  have  other  numismatic 
friends  who  we  keep  our  eyes  open  for  material  for  their  collections  and  luckily  they 
do  the  same  for  us.  But  the  two  coins  which  really  stirred  me  up  were  the  two 
Egyptian  10  Milliemes  (1916-17)  KM316.  One  which  was  legible  and  the  other  being 
almost  a complete  washer.  The  coins  were  even  holed  to  add  to  the  description  of 
the  illegible  piece  as  being  a washer. 

I would  recommend  that  other  world  collectors  stop  by  the  store  and  search  the  boxes. 
Joe  and  I left  many  possible  treasures  in  them!  I have  donated  both  of  the  above 
pieces  to  NI  with  the  provision  that  they  be  placed  in  the  next  NI  Auction  in  one  lot. 
I am  hoping  that  there  are  one  or  more  collectors  of  Egyptian  material  who  would 
want  these  pieces  in  their  collection.  It  would  be  even  better,  if  the  "washer’s"  date 
and  mintmark  are  somehow  identifiable  and  that  it  is  something  one  or  more 
collectors  have  wanted  in  "any  grade,  even  a washer!". 

NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

Mr.  Urban, 

I Have  lately  met  with  a Roman  coin,  the  size,  figure,  and  letters,  I have 
herewith  given  you;  but  what  makes  it,  in  my  opinion,  worthy  of  notice,  is,  the  figure 


and  letters  are  on  one  side  of  it,  a bass  relief,  and  on  the  other  side  the  same  figure 
and  letters  are  excavated.  The  first  letter,  I call  P,  is  not  very  intelligible,  the  others 
are.  If  you  think  this  account  worthy  of  a place  in  your  Magazine,  it  is  at  your 
service,  and,  if  any  of  your  correspondents  are  not  satisfied  with  my  description,  and 
have  any  curiosity  to  see  it,  the  writer  of  this  letter  will  oblige  them,  if  they’ll  give 
themselves  the  trouble  to  send  him  proper  directions  in  your  Magazine,  for  he  would 
be  glad  to  see  a good  account  of  it  I am,  Sir,  Your’s,  B.  H. 

Taken  from  The  Gentleman  s Magazine, 
Vol.  41,  p.70  (1771). 

(One’s  first  reaction  here  is  that  it  is  a brockage  of  a PAX  AVGG  type,  but  of  course 
this  cannot  be  the  case  as  the  reverse  is  not  the  mirror  image  of  the  obverse.  An 
interesting  curiosity  and  I would  dearly  like  to  know  where  it  is  today.  [Bob  Forrest]). 

85 


A COLLECTOR’S  ODYSSEY 

O.  D.  Cresswell,  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland,  NI  #560 

A small  paragraph  in  the  newspaper  recently  set  in  train  the  thoughts  which  led  to  the 
writing  of  this  piece.  The  news  item  was  that  with  the  issuing  of  the  new  small  ten 
penny  piece  the  United  Kingdom  would  have  no  coins  in  circulation  earlier  than  the 
present  reign  of  Elizabeth  II.  This  turned  my  thoughts  to  Christmas  as  a child  when 
the  stocking  did  not  contain  computer  toys,  etc.  but  a few  sweets,  an  orange  and  the 
mandatory  shiny  new  penny  coin.  As  a child  this  remained  unspent  for  a period  of 
time  which  exactly  equalled  the  time  until  the  local  corner  shop  reopened  after 
Christmas.  One  year,  however,  I decided  to  keep  the  new  penny  coin  and  a collector 
was  born.  I started  searching  through  any  pennies  which  came  my  way  looking  for 
other  dates,  the  earlier  the  better.  At  that  time  the  reign  of  Victoria  was  more  recent 
in  time  to  us  than  the  days  of  World  War  II  are  today,  so  there  was  little  difficulty 
in  finding  some  coins  bearing  her  head.  The  Old  Head  coins  were  not  so  highly 
valued  as  those  with  the  Queen  with  her  hair  in  a bun.  I can  still  remember  how  little 
wear  there  was  on  some  of  the  coins.  About  that  time  I came  across  my  first  coin 
book  at  the  tender  age  of  five.  My  grandfather  had  apparently  been  interested  in 
coins  and  one  of  his  books  on  British  coins  formed  a part  of  my  small  library.  I read 
it  over  and  over  again  and  went  to  the  local  museum  to  look  at  coins  hundreds  of 
years  old  and  was  hooked  for  life.  I do  not  know  if  other  towns  have  seen  then- 
museums  updated  as  we  have  seen  ours.  In  those  days,  however,  there  was  not  any 
nonsense  about  window  dressing.  The  material  was  jumbled  together  in  glass  cases 
and  anyone  wandering  around  would  receive  a very  wide  education  indeed.  Coins, 
fossils,  china  and  Maori  weapons,  all  together  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  write  them 
up.  You  looked  and  then  went  to  the  library  for  a book  on  any  subject  which  took 
your  fancy  and  learned  by  yourself.  The  old  Central  Library  did  not  go  in  for 
anything  like  open  shelves,  you  looked  for  a book  in  a catalogue  and  then  it  was 
brought  to  you.  This  sometimes  led  to  unusual  results  where  the  title  was  a shade 
misleading,  but  still  the  museum  and  the  library  formed  the  university  of  the  common 
folk  of  the  town.  There  was  another  branch  of  this  university  and  this  I will  talk 
about  in  the  next  paragraph  to  prevent  the  first  taking  up  the  whole  text. 

The  alternate  university  was  called  Smithfield  Market.  This  was  a huge  building,  or 
so  it  seemed  to  me  then,  with  stalls  lining  the  passage  ways.  What  was  sold  there? 
The  answer  is  quite  simple.. .everything  that  you  can  think  of  and  a good  deal  you 
would  never  imagine  on  sale  anywhere.  There  were  some  stalls  which  sold  the 
remains  of  dead  radio  sets  and  one  of  our  hobbies  was  to  buy  the  bits  and  pieces  and 
assemble  a set  which  could  reach  out  into  the  stillness  of  the  night  and  pluck  from 
the  air  the  conversations  of  radio  operators  on  whaling  ships  in  the  South  Atlantic. 
I doubt  if  today’s  listeners  to  Ghetto  Blasters  and  Walkmans  get  the  pleasure  that  we 
got.  There  were  book  stalls  with  the  thrilling  legend  of  someone  once  long  ago 
finding  a copy  of  the  Bay  Psalter  on  sale  for  six  pence.  The  story  was  that  it  had 
ended  up  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  In  some  stalls  there  were  coins  for  sale  and 
some  of  them  were  the  same  as  the  pictures  in  my  book.  They  were  a sorry 
collection  to  be  sure,  holed  and  worn  but  still  they  represented  the  times  of  the  Civil 
War  in  the  seventeenth  century,  they  bore  the  dates  of  Trafalgar  and  Waterloo  and 
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they  were  there  openly  on  sale.  The  trouble  was  that  they  cost  more  money  than  I 
had  so  I just  looked.  One  day  I did  have  some  money,  some  three  shillings  and 
sixpence.  Where  it  had  came  from  I do  not  know,  maybe  a birthday.  There  was  one 
stall  which  had  a little  tin  box  in  which  snuff  was  then  sold  to  old  women  and  in  that 
tin,  wrapped  up  in  paper,  were  seven  coins  of  the  reign  of  Edward  HI,  silver  pennies. 
These  pennies  are  long  gone  from  my  collection  but  I still  remember  the  thrill  of 
deciphering  Newcastle.  The  papers  in  which  they  were  wrapped  were  equally 
interesting  as  they  were  dated  in  the  1820’s  and  marked  some  long  dead  collector’s 
effort  at  cataloguing  his  collection.  I sold  them  to  another  collector  and  his  collection 
was  stolen  from  him.  When  someone  held  his  attention  at  the  front  door  an 
accomplice  entered  by  the  back  door  and  stole  them.  The  loss  of  his  coins  broke  his 
heart  and  he  died  shortly  afterwards. 

For  some  reason  or  other  I hankered  after  foreign  coins  and  a classmate  in  school  had 
a Canadian  coin.  He  had  emigrated  to  Canada  before  the  war  and  the  family  had 
returned  when  the  father  could  not  find  work.  I did  not  covet  that  coin,  my  feelings 
were  too  strong  for  such  a mild  word.  Then  there  were  two  old  maids  whose  brother 
was  a missionary  in  China  and  they  ran  a little  meeting  once  a week.  I went  along, 
or  to  be  honest,  I was  sent.  I never  minded  the  little  talks  and  the  gospels  songs,  they 
had  tracts  in  Chinese  and  wonderful  to  behold  they  had  Chinese  coins.  I was  hoping 
that  these  would  be  given  out  for  good  behaviour  but  never  mind  how  well  I behaved 
they  stayed  in  that  leather  purse.  Still  I vowed  that  some  day  I would  get  my  hands 
on  such  coins. 

The  next  stage  in  my  education  in  coin  collecting  came  on  my  first  visit  to  London 
when  I discovered  such  people  as  coin  dealers.  I have  spent  a good  part  of  what  I 
earned  since  that  time  with  them.  I just  did  not  believe  that  coins  existed  in  such 
quantities  and  that  you  had  only  to  ask  and  they  could  produce  any  country,  any  king, 
and  any  date  just  for  the  asking.  At  least  that  was  what  it  looked  like  to  me  at  the 
time.  One  of  the  books  I had  found  in  Smithfield  Market  was  one  of  Cunningham’s 
on  Indian  coins  and  that  was  what  I bought  that  day.  I was  working  by  then  and  had 
some  money  to  overspend  on  coins.  I came  home  with  a handful  of  old  coins  and 
spent  many  hours  reading  up  on  them.  A punchmarked  coin  of  Taxila,  Kushans, 
Guptas,  Indo-Parthians  and  Moslem  silver  from  Delhi.  I had  found  a whole  new 
world,  and  with  lists  coming  in  the  post  it  was  not  necessary  to  wait  for  the  summer 
holidays.  What  more  was  that  they  gave  me  credit  and  I shortly  learned  the  lesson 
that  what  is  bought  has  to  be  paid  for  sooner  or  later. 

But,  I proved  to  be  a fickle  lover.  On  my  next  trip  to  London  I saw  a whole 
collection  of  Chinese  corns  on  offer.  Stitched  to  sheets  of  cardboard  they  represented 
the  lifetime  collection  of  some  Spanish  missionary.  At  least  the  notes  on  the  sheet 
were  in  Spanish,  so  I assumed  that  he  had  been  a missionary.  Now  you  can  buy  a 
coin  or  even  a dozen  coins  without  going  bankrupt,  but  a collection,  that  was  a 
different  story.  I had  to  sell  off  my  Indian  coins  to  raise  the  money  for  the  Chinese 
and  then  I learned  the  sad  old  lesson  that  buying  and  selling  are  two  different  stories. 
Still,  Protassowicki,  who  then  dealt  with  Oriental  coins  in  Seaby’s,  gave  me  a very 
fair  price  and  threw  in  a copy  of  Schjoth  for  good  measure.  I found  out  that  the  book 
did  not  help  very  much,  so  I started  putting  together  notes  on  the  subject  and  years 
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later  a book  was  born.  I must  say  that  I did  not  have  much  difficulty  in  handling  a 
strange  language  or  a strange  coinage  system  and  I would  recommend  any  collector 
who  is  feeling  a trifle  bored  with  the  hobby  to  try  some  such  series  for  fun. 

Back  home  I began  to  find  more  sources  in  town  for  coins.  It  is  astonishing  just  how 
many  coins  there  are  to  be  found  in  the  most  unexpected  places.  I did  not  really  want 
these  coins  but  they  could  be  resold  at  a profit  and  help  to  finance  the  purchase  of 
coins  I did  want.  Another  useful  lesson  was  learned.  While  on  the  hunt  one  day  I 
found  a bucket  of  medals  for  sale.  Yes,  a bucket  of  silver  medals.  I had  a look 
through  them  and,  fatally  for  me,  I found  a group  of  medals  to  a sailor  who  had 
served  in  China  in  the  Boxer  Rebellion.  I bought  the  group  for  a few  shillings  and 
was  hooked  again.  I read  up  all  that  I could  find  about  the  Boxers  and  some  of  it 
was  definitely  not  for  the  squeamish.  I found  out  that  this  was  the  third  war  with 
China  for  which  medals  existed  and  soon  a First  China  War  Medal  named  to  the 
Drum  Major  of  the  18th  Foot  came  through  the  post  from  London  for  what  today’s 
collectors  would  regard  as  a charity  give-away.  Now  I read  up  about  all  the  many 
wars  of  the  nineteenth  century  and  found  that  there  was  only  one  year  in  Victoria’s 
reign  that  a war  was  not  going  on  somewhere  on  the  globe.  Medals  could  be  bought 
and  soon  I could  show  off  medals  earned  not  just  in  China,  but  in  India,  New 
Zealand,  Spain,  the  Crimea,  South  Africa  and  South  America.  The  first  Zulu  medal 
I bought,  for  twelve  shillings,  made  me  to  fetch  out  from  the  loft  a book  on  "The 
Victoria  Cross  in  South  Africa",  and  to  read  it  all  up  again.  I say  again  as  that  was 
the  book  from  which  I learned  to  read  before  going  to  school.  It  seems  everything 
goes  in  circles,  so  we  return  to  what  we  read  years  ago. 

After  that  I must  be  brief  or  this  story  will  outrun  the  paper  available  for  an  issue  of 
the  NI  BULLETIN.  Yes,  I discovered  that  there  was  such  a society  and  promptly 
joined  Numismatics  International  and  made  many  friends.  Another  bonus  was  that 
NI  would  publish  most  anything  you  wrote.  Maybe  I malign  the  editor,  but  so  it 
seemed  to  me.  I must  say  that  writing  forced  me  to  check  and  re-check  everything 
I wrote  as  there  was  sure  somewhere  to  be  a repressed  author  who  has  never  written 
anything  but  gets  his  kicks  from  criticising  what  someone  else  has  written.  Very  true 
the  old  saying  - if  only  my  enemy  would  write  a book.  I found  that  I could  not 
refrain  from  collecting  new  material  and  a new  series.  Sometimes  what  I had 
collected  on  another  series  just  had  to  be  sold  and  my  feelings  on  this  have  not 
changed.  I regretted  selling  them  but  I have  had  the  pleasure  of  owning  them  and 
now  it  was  time  for  someone  else  to  get  the  pleasure  from  them. 

There  is  a story  behind  the  collecting  of  a couple  of  such  series  which  I am  sure 
many  other  collectors  can  duplicate.  Just  being  there  at  the  right  time  is  I suppose 
the  best  way  of  putting  it.  I had  heard  a whisper  that  a London  dealer  had  bought  a 
huge  collection  of  Siamese  Bullet  Coins  and  that  he  was  going  to  melt  them  down  for 
the  silver.  I phoned  him  up  and  asked  that  I be  allowed  to  catalogue  them  before 
they  were  destroyed.  After  a couple  of  lengthy  telephone  conversations  I got  my  way 
as  long  as  I paid  the  postage  both  ways.  As  sort  of  a recompense  I was  allowed  to 
keep  any  of  them  I wanted  for  "buttons".  So  along  came  a parcel  of  a couple  of 
stones  weight  and  the  cost  of  the  postage  put  me  on  short  rations  for  a while.  But 
what  a collection!  They  had  been  put  together  by  a German  living  in  Thailand  and 
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his  widow  sold  them  off  as  silver.  I was  astonished  at  the  quality  of  the  coins.  Any 
rarity  you  cared  to  name  was  there  and  not  just  one,  but  up  to  a dozen  or  more  in  pill 
boxes.  The  collector  had  written  a number  of  papers  on  these  coins  and  those  on  the 
plates  were  sitting  there.  I weighed  them  and  described  them  and  then  had  to  return 
them,  minus  what  I could  afford  to  buy.  It  still  hurts  to  think  of  that  collection  being 
melted  down. 

The  last  piece  of  good  fortune  was  when  I was  interested  in  Communion  Tokens.  I 
bought  some  from  a London  dealer  and  asked,  like  Oliver  Twist,  for  more.  They  had 
a box  of  them  but  unsorted  and  unallocated.  If  I cared  to  work  out  which  Parish  they 
came  from,  again  I could  pay  postage  both  ways  and  again  I could  keep  any  I wished 
for  pennies.  I thought  that  here  we  go  again  and  to  have  such  luck  twice  in  one’s 
lifetime  is  too  good  to  be  true.  I kept  hundreds,  including  one  from  Jamaica.  So  now 
I do  not  expect  such  good  fortune  to  come  again,  but  you  never  know. 

Nowadays  I amuse  myself  back  where  I started  - with  Indian  coins.  So  the  circle  has 
gone  right  around.  Do  I regret  my  wanderings  from  the  straight  and  narrow  pathway 
of  specialisation  that  all  the  books  advocate?  Do  I,  no.  I have  enjoyed  every  step 
along  the  way  and  I hope  a few  more  diversions  turn  up  before  I shuffle  off  to  where 
money  and  coins  have  no  meaning.  I have  seen  somewhere  a reference  to  Octopus 
Men  Coins  of  Ceylon.  That  sounds  interesting,  so  I will  finish  off  this  article  and  see 
what  I can  find  out  about  them. 


THE  NUREMBERG  PFLEGAMTSTALER 


The  Nuremberg  Pflegamtstaler  of  1580  shows  on  its  obverse  a circle  of  sixteen 
shields  around  two  shields  within  a wreath.  The  reverse  is  a seven  line  inscription 
inside  a circle  of  seven  shields. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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SOUTH  BALTIC  REGIONS 

The  Teutonic  Order  in  Prussia 

John  S.  Davenport,  Mt.  Dora,  Florida,  NI  # 602 
(Continued  from  March,  1993) 

The  Teutonic  Order  or  the  Knights  of  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  in  Jerusalem  was  founded 
during  the  Third  Crusade,  later  than  the  other  great  religious  orders,  The  Templars 
and  the  Hospitallers.  Unlike  the  other  two  it  was  exclusively  Germanic.  Originating 
about  1190,  it  was  recognized  by  1198  and  raised  to  the  order  of  knights.  Modeled 
on  the  other  two  orders  the  knights  lived  a semi-monastic  life.  From  a charitable 
society  it  became  a military  club  but  never  quite  lost  its  interest  in  maintaining 
hospitals. 

With  headquarters  first  at  Acre  until  1309,  followed  by  a brief  sojourn  in  Venice,  it 
finally  moved  to  Marienburg  on  the  banks  of  the  Vistula  in  Prussia.  In  1237  it 
absorbed  the  older  order  of  the  Livonian  Knights  of  the  Sword  and  extended  its 
influence  into  Livonia  and  Lithuania.  Gradually  the  Order  became  essentially  a 
military  aristocracy  with  classes  and  orders  and  church  and  state  merged.  At  the 
height  of  its  powers  it  suffered  a crushing  defeat  at  Tannenburg  in  1410  by  King 
Ladislaus  of  Poland,  long  an  enemy  of  the  Order.  Various  forces  caused  continuous 
decline,  so  by  the  Treaty  of  1465  nearly  all  of  West  Prussia  with  Marienburg,  Thom 
and  Danzig  went  to  Poland,  leaving  the  Order  in  control  only  of  East  Prussia. 
Lutheranism  spread  rapidly  throughout  the  region.  The  last  Grandmaster  Albrecht  of 
Brandenburg  was  converted,  and  changed  his  territory  into  an  hereditary  duchy.  The 
Order  moved  its  headquarters  to  Mergentheim  in  Swabia. 


The  Coinage 


261  BRACTEATE  (Hohlpfennig)  (c.  1250) 


a b c d e 


262  DENAR 
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a.  Order  shield. 

b.  Gate  with  crown. 

c.  Master’s  shield  / Order  shield. 

d.  Rider  with  lance  / cross  with  v . 

e.  Tower  with  bird  / Order  shield. 

N 2 D 29 

WYNRICH  VON  KNIPRODE  (1351-1382) 


263  1/2  SCHOTER  (1-1/3  SHILLING),  n.d.,  52  g. 

+ MONETA:  DOMINORVM.  PRUSSIE*,  master’s  shield  on  a rose  pattern. 
+ HONOR.  MAG(IST)RI.  IVDICIVM:  DILIGIT**,  Order  cross  with 
Jerusalem  cross  in  border. 

N 3 D 37 


264  SCHILLING  (12  PFENNIG),  n.d.,  13  g. 

+MAG(I)ST.  WVNRICS  PRIMS,  master’s  shield  with  eagle  in  center. 
+MONETA.  DNORVMx  PRVCI,  Order  cross  in  border. 

N 4 D 32-36 

(Same  type  for  Nos.  266,267,268,270,272,273,274,279,280,281,282,283,284) 


265  VIERCHEN  (1/3  SCHILLING),  n.d.,  9 g. 

+MAGISTER  GENERALIS,  master’s  shield  with  eagle  center. 
+DOMINORVM  x PRVSSIE,  Order  cross  in  border. 

N 5 D 38 
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CONRAD  ZOELLNER  VON  ROTHENSTEIN  (1382-1390) 


266  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

+MAGST:  CONRADUSJ  PRIM9,  as  #264. 
+MONETAjx  DNORVMjc  PRUCI,  as  #264. 

N 6 D 39 

CONRAD  VON  JUNGINGEN  (1397-1407) 

267  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

+MAG(ST)  CORAD V S£TERCI(V S),  as  #264. 
+MONETA  x DNORVMJ  PRVC[S]I,  as  #264. 

A.  No  mm. 

B.  mm.  T for  Thom. 

C.  mm.  M for  Marienburg. 

N 7 D 40-46 

ULRICH  VON  JUNGINGEN  (1407-1410) 

268  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

+MAGIST  x VLRIC(VS)  x PRI(MVS),  as  #264. 
+MONETA  x DNORUM  x PRVC+,  as  #264. 

N 8 D 47-48 

HEINRICH  VON  PLAUEN  (1410-1413) 
(as  statthalter) 


269  GOLDGULDEN,  n.d. 

+MONETA:  DOMINORUM*;*  PRUSSI:,  Order  shield  with  eagle  in  center. 
MARIA:  MATER:  DOMINI.  XPR,  Madonna  and  child. 

N 9 


270  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

+MONETA  x DNORUM:  PRUC',  as  #264. 
+MONETA  x DNORUM.  PRUC',  as  #264. 
N 10 
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HEINRICH  VON  PLAUEN  (1410-1413) 
(as  hochmeister) 


o MGR':  HIRI9.  - •:  DE:  PLAW.,  standing  master  with  sword  and  shield. 
★★  MONETA:  - ★★★DNOR:  PRUC*,  Madonna  and  child  in  rays. 

Nil  D 51 


272  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

* MAGST.  HINRICVS  o PRIM(VS)+,  as  #264. 
MONET Ao  D(N)ORUM  PRV(CI),  as  #264. 

A.  With  *MAGISTER  HINRICV: 

B.  With  D above  shield  on  reverse  for  Danzig. 

N 12a, b D 49-50 

HERMANN  GANS  (1413-1414) 


273  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

+MAGISTER:£GENERALIS,  as  #264. 
+MONETA5  DNORUM5  PRUCI,  as  #264. 
N 13 


(To  be  continued) 

NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 

"Until  the  sixteenth  century  the  Doges  (of  Venice)  bound  themselves  by  their 
coronation  oaths  to  give  a New  Year’s  present  of  five  ducks  to  each  patrician.  But  as 
the  size  of  the  patrician  families  increased  it  became  more  and  more  difficult  to 
provide  enough  birds.  In  1521  no  fewer  than  9,000  were  needed  so  the  Doge  obtained 
permission  from  the  Senate  to  distribute  silver  medals  in  their  stead,  and  these  were 
called  os e lie  (Venetian  for  birds).  Great  ingenuity  was  applied  to  the  design  of  the 
reverses  of  the  medals  which  were  altered  each  year  and  usually  referred  to  notable 
events." 


The  Companion  Guide  to  Venice,  by  Hugh 
Honor,  Prentice  Hall,  Inc.,  Englewood 
Cliffs,  N.J.,  1983,  p.  105. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 
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EUROPEAN  PRISON  TOKENS 


Mike  Davis,  Piqua,  Ohio,  NI  # 2392 


French  Prison  Token 
St.  Lazare,  Paris 


This  article  is  intended  as  a guide  to 
help  identify  some  of  the  possible 
unknown  tokens  found  in  dealers’  junk 
boxes. 

There  are  currently  numerous  prisons  in 
America  that  issue  tokens  and  many 
have  issued  them  since  around  1900. 
The  European  tokens  should  be  even 
more  abundant  since  they  were  first  used 
in  the  early  1800’s. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  word  prison  translated  into  many  of  the  European 
languages,  and  in  some  instances  a major  prison  name  of  that  country. 


English 

prison 

Birmingham  & Tower  of  London 

French 

prison 

St.  Lazare 

German 

gefangnis 

Hamburgsiche 

Spanish 

carcel 

Italian 

prigione 

Portuguese 

prisao 

Rumanian 

inchisoare 

Dutch 

gevangenis 

Swedish 

fangelse 

Danish 

faengsel 

Dyer  Havs  Bakken 

Norwegian 

fengsel 

Polish 

wiezienie 

Czech. 

vezeni 

Serbo-Croat. 

zatvor 

Hungarian 

foghaz 

Finnish 

vankila 

Turkish 

hapisane 

Istanbul 

Russian 

tyurma 

Welsh 

carchar 

Some  examples  will  be  easy  since  "prison"  will  be  clearly  stated  on  them,  while 
others  will  have  only  the  name  of  the  prison  on  it.  Still  others  will  bear  only  initials, 
such  as  CPS  (Canadian  Penitentiary  Service). 

Some  will  carry  a denomination  such  as  "1  shilling",  or  the  trade  value  for  a specific 
items  such  as  a pint  of  milk.  Few  are  dated. 

The  type  of  material  used  for  the  tokens  will  vary  from  copper  to  aluminum,  to  fiber 
and  plastic  for  the  most  recent  issues.  The  use  of  tokens  today  is  dwindling,  in  favor 
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Turkish  Prison  Token,  Istanbul 


of  tickets  and  coupons.  I hope  this  will  help  someone  attribute  some  of  those  mystery 
pieces  that  we  all  have  run  across  occasionally,  as  I have  seen  very  little  published 
about  European  prisons,  let  alone  their  tokens. 

NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 


"The  year  after  sending  Mirza  Khan  and  the  army  of  Malwa  to  Gujarat  (1583  A.D.), 
the  Emperor  (Akbar)  started  from  Agra  in  a boat  on  a pleasure  expedition  to  Ilahabad 
(Allahabad)... and  it  was  determined  that  thenceforth  that  place  should  be  the  Capital. 
And  the  struck  a new  coinage,  and  Sharif  Sarmadi  wrote  this  verse  for  the  coin: 


’Ever  may  it  current  be 
Like  the  gold  of  sun  and  moon 
From  east  to  west  of  the  world 
The  coinage  of  Allahabad.’" 

Muntakhabu-t-tawarik  of  Al-Badaoni, 
translated  by  W.  H.  Lowe  in  Bibliotheka 
Indica,  1884,  p.  345. 


(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 

******  ***************•’.-*********************************************** 

NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 


"The  nine  following  malefactors  were  executed  before  the  debtors  door  at  Newgate, 
pursuant  to  their  sentence,  viz.  Hugh  Murphy  and  Christian  Murphy,  alias  Bowman, 
for  coining;  Charles  Messenger  and  Tredway  Pocock,  William  Collard,  and  John 
Norrington,  for  burglary;  James  Grace  and  Joseph  Walker  for  coining,  and  William 
Craddick,  for  a robbery.  They  were  brought  upon  the  scaffold  about  half  an  hour 
after  seven,  and  turned  off  about  a quarter  past  eight.  They  behaved  in  a decent 
manner,  and  seemed  fully  sensible  of  their  unhappy  situation.  The  woman  for  coining 
was  brought  out  after  the  rest  were  turned  off,  and  fixed  to  a stake  and  burnt,  being 
first  strangled  by  the  stool  being  taken  from  under  her." 


Taken  from  The  Gentleman’s  Magazine, 
Domestic  Occurrences,  March,  1789 
(Vol.  59.1,  p.272). 
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COINS  OF  RUDRADASA  OR  MAHADEVA? 

Devendra  Handa,  Chandigarh,  India,  NI  #2404 


Allan  has  listed  nine  coins  (nos.  3-11)  which  he  has  attributed  to  the  Audumbara  chief 
Rudradasa1  but  Mitchiner  has  put  two  of  them,  nos.  6 and  11,  under  Mahadeva.2 
This  causes  confusion,  particularly  so  because  the  very  historicity  of  Mahadeva  is  not 
beyond  cavil.  However,  since  both  these  scholars  have  illustrated  both  the  coins,3 
it  is  not  difficult  to  determine  their  exact  attribution. 

Coin  no.  6 has  been  described  by  Allan  with  the  following  legend: 

Obverse4  [ ] T ~ (maha  - -) 

(Odubarisa) 

Reverse 


The  obverse  shows  the  forepart  of  the  elephant  to  left  with  an  undulating  line  below 
very  clearly  but  the  tree  within  an  enclosure  on  left  has  survived  only  in  the  form  of 

some  traces.  Of  the  KharoshthI  legend  above,  Allan  has  read  only  maha but 

Mitchiner’ s illustrations  clearly  shows  mahad(e)va.  Since  the  die  has  been  impressed 
somewhat  obliquely,  the  rest  of  the  legend  has  gone  out  of  flan.  The  tribal  name 
Odubarisa , however,  is  very  well  preserved  as  having  been  finely  impressed.  Of  the 
tree  only  the  enclosure  at  the  bottom  with  some  traces  of  the  branches  on  the  right 
hand  side  are  visible  and  the  rest  seems  to  have  been  out  of  flan.  The  complete  word 
on  the  left,  thus,  must  have  been  out  of  flan. 


The  tiered  temple  with  trident-axe  on  its  right  and  a wavy  line  below  is  quite  clearly 
visible  on  the  reverse.  Of  the  legend,  however,  only  da  to  the  right  of  the  pinnacle 
of  the  temple  may  be  seen  above  and  a few  traces  on  the  right. 

Mitchiner  has  not  described  the  coins  individually  but  has  given  the  details  of 
Mahadeva’s  coins  as  containing  the  following  legends: 


Above 

Right 

Left 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Mahadevasa  Above 

Odubarisa  Right 

Uncertain  Left 


Mahadevasa 
Uncertain  sa 
Odubarisa 


1 Allan,  BMCAI,  pp.122-23,  nos.  3-11,  PI  XV.4,  2,  10  & 3. 

2 Michael  Mitchiner,  Indo-Greek  and  lndo-Scythian  Coinage,  Vol.  7,  London,  1976,  p.  626,  nos. 
1 and  9. 

3 Allan,  op.  cit.,  PI.  XV.2  & 3 and  Mitchiner,  loc.  cit. 

4 Mitchiner  regards  this  side  as  the  reverse.  We  have,  however,  followed  Allan. 
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From  an  analysis  of  the  legend  pattern  of  all  the  copper  square  coins  of  the 
Audumbaras,  however,  we  find  that  the  legends  on  these  coins  were  put  as  following: 

Obverse  (KharoshthI)  Reverse  (Brahml) 

1 Title  ( Mahadevasa  raha)  Above  Above5 

2 Issuer’s  name  Left  Right 

3 Tribal  name  ( Odubarisa ) Right  Left 

The  so-called  Mahadeva’s  coins  may  not  have  been  an  exception  to  this  pattern  as  is 
indicated  by  the  traces  of  the  Brahml  letters  on  the  right  on  the  reverse  of  some  of 
the  coins  generally  attributed  to  him.  One  coin  attributed  to  him  both  by  Allan  and 
Mitchiner  bears  the  letters  sasa  on  the  reverse  in  Brahml  clearly  indicating  the 
untenability  of  its  attribution  to  the  said  king.6  The  coin  under  review,  thus,  is  a case 
of  wrong  attribution  by  Mitchiner  though  Allan  had  attributed  it  rightly  to  Rudradasa. 

The  second  coin  (no.  11)  clearly  shows  the  name  of  the  king  Rudradasasa  in 
KharoshthI  on  the  obverse  in  Mitchiner’s  illustration.  Allan  was  certainly  right  in 
transcribing  this  part  of  the  legend  as  K ) (raha  Rudradasasa)  and 

attributing  it  to  king  Rudradasa.7 


5 Mitchiner  is  certainly  mistaken  in  regarding  the  Brahmi  legend  above  the  temple  on  his  Type 
917  as  giving  the  name  of  the  issuer  as  Sivadasasa. 

6 Allan,  BMCAI,  p.  123,  coin  no.  14,  PI  XV.5;  Mitchiner,  op.  cit.,  p.  626.6.  See  also  JNSI, 
XXXII,  p.  17. 

7 Ajay  Mitra  Shastri  (JNSI,  XXVI,  157-61;  XXVII,  87-90;  XXXII,  14-18;  and  XXXIV,  15-22) 
has  shown  the  untenability  of  attributing  any  square  copper  coin  to  an  Audumbara  chief  Mahadeva. 
We  have  also  arrived  at  this  very  conclusion  from  a critical  examination  and  analysis  of  the  coin 
legends.  Our  paper  entitled  "Coins  Attributed  to  the  Audumbara  King  Mahadeva",  Numismatic  Studies, 
Vol.  3,  New  Delhi,  1993. 

********************************************************************* 

NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

Spurious  Coins  and  Medals.  - Should  any  of  your  readers  visit  the  church  of 
San  Juan  de  los  Reyes,  outside  the  walls  of  Toledo — the  church  on  the  outside  of 
which  still  hang  the  chains  worn  by  Christian  prisoners  in  Granada  when  the  Moors 
were  in  power — let  them  beware  of  dealing  with  the  custodian  or  sacristan.  In  1904 
he  victimized  me  with  an  antique-looking  medal,  about  three  inches  in  diameter.  On 
the  obverse  is  the  upper  part  of  a mailed  and  helmeted  man;  on  the  reverse,  a spread 
eagle  holding  a key  in  each  claw.  Many  spurious  antiques  of  a similar  character  are 
sold  in  Scotland  and  elsewhere.  The  strange  part  of  it  is  (as  the  British  Museum 
authorities  tell  me)  that  these  things  are  not  often  duplicated,  though  I cannot  see  how 
it  can  pay  to  make  them  separately.  Richard  H.  Thornton. 

Taken  from  Notes  & Queries,  10th 
Series,  Vol.  12,  p.46,  (July,  1909). 
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BOOK  NEWS  81  REVIEWS 

EL  DURO  by  Adolfo  Herrera  is  a "study  of  the  Spanish  8 Reales  and  coins  of  equal 
or  approximate  value  produced  under  the  dominion  of  the  Spanish  Crown." 
Madrid,  1992.  An  expanded  reprint,  in  one  volume,  of  the  original  1914  edition,  as 
edited  and  augmented  by  Juan  R.  Cayon.  532  pages  of  text,  with  204  plates  and 
lengthy  bibliography,  indices,  and  newly  produced  list  of  estimated  values  in 
Spanish  pesetas.  Available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  6th  Avenue  North,  Virginia, 
Minnesota  55792.  Price  is  $115.00  postpaid. 

The  Spanish  editor  of  this  reprint  of  Herrera's  classic  EL  DURO,  Juan  Cayon,  has  wisely 
forced  himself  to  make  only  those  corrections  and  updates  which  the  ensuing  78  years 
have  rendered  evident.  For  the  most  part  this  has  been  limited  to  the  deciphering  of 
assayer's  initials  and  the  like,  made  possible  through  increased  archival  work  which  has 
clarified  many  questions  on  colonial  issues,  especially  those  of  the  New  World.  There 
are  2432  pesos,  eight  reales,  "duros,"  or  crowns  of  like  value  described  and  priced.  For 
most  of  these  issues,  superb  photographs  are  to  be  found  in  the  seemingly  endless  plates. 
Cayon  has  added  hundreds  of  photographs  of  cast  coin  copies  (improntas),  to  make  the 
work  as  complete  as  possible.  This  was  necessary  because  originals  are  unknown  or 
well  kept  secrets. 

In  the  historical  sections  found  throughout  the  work,  numerous  original  documents  are 
reprinted  verbatim.  For  example,  original  letters  of  the  Mexican  insurgent  priest 
Morelos  are  included  to  show  his  original,  stated  purpose  in  emitting  crude,  cast  copper 
8 reales.  (Morelos  was  known  for  fighting  and  "coining  on  the  run.")  Cayon  generally 
does  not  even  try  to  improve  on  Herrera,  who  is  well  known  as  a "numismatist  for  the 
ages,"  of  the  stature  of  the  great  Chilean  universalist,  Jose  Toribio  Medina.  Indeed, 
Herrera  has  seen  fit  to  cite  the  latter  with  some  frequency.  Such  men  make  most  modem 
numismatists  feel  true  humility.  For  those  who  doubt  this  statement,  a look  at  Herrera’s 
index  to  the  first  volume  may  convince  them. 

Imagine  charting  the  history-over  a period  of  nearly  four  centuries— of  the  entire  crown 
coinage,  with  mintmarks,  engravers,  assayers  (and  biographies  of  each  of  them), 
counterstamps,  values,  etc.,  of  even  one  country.  The  Spanish  Empire-taking  in  just  the 
period  from  the  Hapsburgs  to  the  Wars  of  Independence-included  the  following  mints 
to  cite  just  a few:  Granada,  Madrid,  Mallorca,  Pamplona,  Segovia,  Seville,  Toledo, 
Valencia,  Cuzco,  Chihuahua,  Durango,  Guadalajara,  Guanajuanto,  Guatemala,  Lima, 
Mexico,  Bogota,  Oaxaca,  Potosf,  Santiago,  Zacatecas,  Manila  (counterstamps  only), 
Antwerp,  Brussels,  Luxembourg,  Utrecht,  Burgundy,  Regensburg,  Nuremberg,  Naples 
and  Sicily.  This  list  could  be  continued  for  quite  some  time.  The  reader  can  find- 
quickly-all  crowns  of  these  entities  while  under  Spanish  rule  are  pictured,  priced, 
explained,  and  even  doubted,  in  which  case  Herrera  lists  the  sales  or  references  to  such 
an  item,  and  says  why  he  doubts  its  existence.  The  relatively  few  annotations  Cayon  was 
able  to  add  in  1992  tell  us  the  EL  DURO  has  stood  the  test  of  time. 

Rather  than  attempt  to  describe  the  entire  format-so  user-friendly  that  it  an  be  mastered 
in  less  than  an  hour  of  skimming— this  reviewer  would  prefer  to  describe  its  physical 
characteristics.  The  glossy  massive  pages  together  with  thick,  durable  leather-like  cover 
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takes  up  a mass  equal  to  the  most  recent  double  volume  of  Krause-Mishler-in  one  book. 
Once  carried  to  a given  spot  and  opened  (weighing  9-3/4  pounds,  either  task  is  easier  said 
than  done),  it  stays  open  to  that  page,  even  outside  in  a stiff  breeze.  At  this  point,  one's 
troubles  are  over  and  the  joy  begins.  There  are  huge  margins  on  all  sides,  so  you  never 
have  to  press  down  to  see  the  end  or  beginning  of  a line,  or  to  make  a photocopy.  Each 
page  feels  like  waxed  parchment,  and  every  plate  is  meticulously  labeled  at  the  bottom. 
All  lettering  is  widely  spaced,  and  the  headings  even  more  so,  in  dark  type,  to  soothe  tired 
eyes.  As  is  the  case  with  the  coins  EL  DURO  so  gloriously  describes,  this  book  leaves 
the  reader  with  the  distinct  notion,  perhaps  a bit  disquieting,  that  it  is  not  only  older  than 
most  of  its  readers  but  that  it  will  easily  outlive  them  all. 

Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero. 


THE  COINS  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA  (1992-93  edition).  By  Alec  Kaplan  and  revised 
by  Michael  Kaplan.  88  pages,  5-3/4"  x 8"  glossy  paper  pages,  and  soft  plastic 
coated  thick  paper  covers,  Available  from  Alec  Kaplan  & Son  C.C.,  P.O.  Box 
890638,  Lyndhurse,  Republic  of  South  Africa  2106.  Price  is  U.S.$7.50  seamail  or 
U.S.$13.00  airmail  (cash  preferred  due  to  the  high  bank  charges  on  foreign  checks). 

The  book,  now  in  its  15th  edition,  is  the  standard  catalogue  for  the  coinage  of  South 
Africa  and  covers  the  country's  coinage  from  1 874  to  the  present.  Proof  sets  and  pattern 
coins  are  also  catalogued.  A photograph  is  presented  for  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  each 
coin  type.  Coins  are  valued  in  South  African  rands  in  the  grades  of  fine,  very  fine,  extra 
fine,  and  uncirculated.  Mintage  figures  are  also  provided.  Michael  Kaplan,  like  his 
father  and  grandfather,  is  one  of  South  Africa's  leading  coin  dealers. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick. 


GENERAL  GREGOR  MACGREGOR  AND  THE  1817  AMELIA  ISLAND  MEDAL. 
By  Carling  Gresham.  Pomona  Park,  1992.  27  pages,  soflcover,  illustrations, 
annotated  bibliography,  and  loose  leaf  addendum.  Available  from  Carling  Gresham, 
P.O.  Box  580,  Pomona  Park,  Florida  32181-0580.  Price  is  $6.00  postpaid. 

This  is  an  engaging  tract  which  ably  explores  the  history  of  both  General  MacGregor  and 
the  1817  Amelia  Island  medal.  General  MacGregor,  an  early  nineteenth  century 
adventurer,  sought  to  invade  East  Florida,  establish  a popular  government  with  assis- 
tance from  the  local  citizenry,  and  petition  the  United  States  for  annexation  of  the  lands 
newly  liberated  from  Spanish  dominion.  On  June  29,  1817,  the  General  and  his  "army" 
landed  on  and  quickly  secured  East  Florida's  Amelia  Island.  The  adventure  ended 
shortly  thereafter  when  U.S.  intervention  resulted  in  Amelia  Island  becoming  a ward  of 
the  United  States.  The  work  both  outlines  the  Amelia  Island  campaign  and  speculates  on 
the  provenance  and  purpose  of  the  medal,  which  seemingly  commemorates  MacGregor’s 
victory  at  Amelia  Island.  The  author  concludes  that  the  medal  is  part  of  a military  order 
created  by  MacGregor,  and  is  not  a commemorative  medal  despite  its  obvious  connec- 
tions to  Amelia  Island.  An  interesting  and  recommended  work  for  numismatists  and 
historians  interested  in  American  and  Spanish  Colonial  history. 

Reviewed  by  Donald  S.  Yarab. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Scott  Semans,  P.  0.  Box  22849.  Seattle,  WA  98122:  Wanted  foreign-coin  Price 
Lists  & Auction  Catalogs  - Don’t  throw  anything  away!  I’ll  pay  at  least  your  book 
rate  postage  for  anything,  more  for  wanted  items.  Especially  need  originals  or  sharp 
photocopies  of  Jeff  Zarit  lists  #129,  131,  132,  136-142,  147,  152,  157,  160,  162  and 
Prices  Realized  for  Spink-Taisei  #10,  12,  13.  Pay  at  least  500  for  Album,  Cordry, 
Elman,  Eyer,  Format,  Hamidi,  Himalayan,  Humphries,  Senior,  Stephens,  A1  Tom, 
Zarit  At  least  $6  for  auctions:  Spink-Taisei,  Money  Co.,  Pacific  Beach  HongKong, 
World  Coins-Tokyo. 

Gerhard  Schon,  Postfach  71  09  08,  W-8000  Munchen  71,  Germany:  WANTED 
FOR  CATALOGING  --  ANDORRA  1960/1965  all  patterns  and  mules  of  the  medallic 
issues  by  Hans  Schulman  (25,  50  Diners).  Also  1873  ANDORRA  private  pattern  5 
C6ntimos  in  bronze  or  nickel,  10  C6ntimos  in  nickel. 

William  Snyder,  P.  O.  Box  1242,  Cookeville,  TN  38503:  Information  on  error 
coins  available,  and  wanted.  A data  base  of  known  World  mis-struck  coins  is  being 
kept.  Over  1300  different  brockages,  off-centers,  double  strikes,  etc.  are  listed  in 
detail.  If  you  would  like  information  on  the  coins  of  any  country,  or  can  provide 
information  on  any  that  you  own,  or  have  seen  for  sale,  please  write. 

Ralph  A.  Cannito,  P.  O.  Box  304,  Washington,  NJ  07882:  WANTED  - 

Islamic/ Arabic  hammered  silver  coinage.  From  622 AD  to  1900 AD;  especially 
interested  in  rupees,  multiple  and  Nazarana  rupees  of  Afghanistan,  Indian  Princely 
States  and  the  Mughal  Empire.  Also  interested  in  Ottoman  & Persian  Empire  silver 
coinage  and  many  others.  Buying  one  coin  or  a collection.  Dealers  and  collectors 
offers  are  welcome. 

Phil  Wing,  P.  O.  Drawer  58204,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45258:  British  Coins  Wanted  - 
All  Hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  or  Better.  All  silver  coins  1660-1760  VF 
or  better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  Better.  Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins. 
Please  send  or  write. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE;  See  page  30  of  the  February,  1993  issue  for  rules 
regarding  sending  items  in  for  attribution,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Attribution 
Service  at  the  regular  Dallas  address  before  sending  items. 

***************  ******  *********  ******************  ******  ************** 

CROWNED  M MINTMARK  OF  SPAIN 

In  Spain,  with  the  monarchy  back  and  King  Juan  Carlos  on  the  throne,  starting  in 
1982  his  coins  have  a crowned  M mintmark  for  the  Madrid  Mint.  The  Madrid 
mintmark  was  uncrowned  for  the  previous  130  years  going  back  to  1851,  although 
they  had  a monarch  on  the  throne  until  the  early  1930’s. 
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